




















completelv based on the length of the structure. The sites in the western cluster are distinct
because they used tightly packed roundwoods and were clearly in use for as much as 20 vears.
In the east and south-cast the structures were less well organised and appear to have been in
use for less time.

In the north-west, four structures in this period made use of hurdles. At Killoran 75 the
remarkably long hurdle panel appears to have been constructed specifically for the track. At
Killoran 312, 314 and 315 the hurdles were probably used expediently to deal with the
particularlv wet nature of the fen at this time. Woven panels are a widely used and efficient
element in landscape management. Hurdles were woven in spring and autumn and could be
used for fencing and other types of enclosure and could be moved for different uses (Coles 1987,
151-157). The hurdles found in the bog were most likely to form part of this kind of pattern.

Platforms: A number of timber platforms were constructed in the bog margins during the
[ron Age. On the east side of the bog, a number were identified. These were Derryfadda 6,
dated to 380-5 BC (Beta-102737), Derryfadda 9, dated to 395-180 BC (Beta-102739) and
Derryfadda 214, dated to 309-75 BC (Beta-102741). In the initial survey by TAWU, the sites
noted as 95DER100, dated to 351-120 BC (GrN-21820); 95DER141, dated to 368-190 BC (GrN-
21949) and 95DER178, dated to 372-194 BC (GrN-21817) were all listed as possible platforms.

Miscellaneous: The scatter of brushwood at Cooleeny 325 was 25cm above Cooleeny 31,
which was dated to 790-380 BC (Beta-111367). Since the rate of raised bog growth
(approximately 10cm per century) would have been delayed by the bog burst, Cooleeny 325 is
likely to have been deposited in the last half of the first millennium. The three worked pieces of
roundwood at Derryfadda 208 were dated to 365 BC — AD 5 (Beta-102746).

A post-built house structure was also excavated at Killoran 16, which produced an Iron Age
date.

Early Medieval Period (650-1250 AD)

Archaeological activity recommenced following a lull in the archaeological record of the bog
for roughly six centuries. Much of the later medieval material was removed (to varying
depths), by Bord na Ména industrial milling. The excavated material falls into two clusters,
between oth to 9th centurv AD and 10th-12th century AD. All of the material occurred in raised
bog and has a very different spatial focus to the prehistoric material. This suggests a major
cultural or cconomic change in the use of the bog.

Trackways: A trackway identified in survey 95DER 98 was dated to 1024-1162 AD (GrN-
21948), giving the youngest date recorded for the milled bog surface. This was part of a group
of 26 trackways clustered around the northern Killoran headland; it incorporated six possibly
contemporary stake rows which form a circular boundary reflecting the shape of the Killoran
headland. I'his activitv in the earlv medieval period may have formed part of a much more
widespread group of clements across the bog. Most of this level had been removed by milling
of the bog surface.

Miscellaneous: A long stake row Killoran 54, dated to 668-884 AD (GriN-21944), consisted of
two roughly parallel rows running northwest southeast for c¢. 406m. Further south Killoran 19
was a second, less substantial stake row dated to 640-890 AD (Beta-102760), measuring c. 100m
in length running northwest southeast. A stake row, surveyed outside the study area, 95DER 48
was dated to 672-853 AD (GrN-21823) and ran roughly east-west for a distance of c. 105m,
located in the south west. Tt was highly likely that these three sites were contemporary and
marked off dangerous areas of the bog.
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The earliest date in this period is derived from a linear ditch at site Killoran 3, dated 415-
630 AD (Beta-117555). The site consisted of two large parallel ditches and a cluster of possibly
later pits, evidence for Early Christian drainage of the Killoran bog system for agriculture.

Two possible hut sites located in the western bog margin area date to this phase. A possible
house site at Killoran 8 dated to 685-985 AD (Beta-117554) was located on the dryland
immediately west of the bog. A hut site on Derryville bog Killoran 66 dated 775-887 AD (GriN-
21945) is evidence for possible scttlement on the raised bog surface.

An unrelated site in the far west of the Killoran dryland Killoran 23 consisted of a pit with
fire cracked stone and charcoal, dated to 660-880 AD (Beta-117550). Close to this site was a large
backfilled pit at Killoran 16, dated to 890-1040 AD (Beta-117552). The pit was unrelated to the
earlier house site and both appeared to relate to isolated activity across the dryland.

A second phase of activity was determined both from the cluster of material in the north
west of the bog study area, close to the Killoran hcadland, and from some of the dryland
material. It represented activity in a large area off the north cast headland of Killoran townland.
Within the dryland material a burnt pit containing charcoal and silt at Killoran 3 was dated
980-1270 AD (Beta-117556). Several other such pits were cxcavated at Killoran 11, Killoran 15
and two sites at Killoran 16, and all seem to indicate a pattern of sporadic casual use of the
dryland in this period.

An Cill Odhrain: At the southern extent of Killoran townland, is an early ecclesiastical
settlement within a large circular enclosure (Killoran 31). It is located at the southern end of a
glacial ridge 150m in diameter and enclosed on three sides bv reclaimed bog and to the east by
the Moyne stream. Excavation of a small internal arca revealed linear features and iron
working evidence, dating to 450-690 AD (Beta-120521). This site is referred to in the townland
name Killoran from the Irish ‘Cill Odhrain’ translated as “the Church of St. Odran”
(O’Donovan: 1845, 76). St. Odran is referred to in the Life of St. Columba as one of Columba’s
first companions at Iona. He died shortly after arriving in 563 AD and the cemetery there bears
his name. By Irish tradition St. Odran was the abbot of Mcath and founder of a monastery at
Latteragh, Co. Tipperary (Farmer 1987, 323). The two traditions almost certainly refer to the
same person and it is therefore likely that Killoran 31 was founded before 563 AD.

Conclusion

While the abundance of wetland sites suggests intensive prehistoric settlement, in reality the
picture is of quite sporadic use. Since our dating parameters are quite broad (due to the
calibrated radiocarbon curve), it can rarely be demonstrated that two apparently contemporary
sites were actually in use at the same time.

When this is coupled with a rational distribution of the structures against calendrical time, it
seems that there was a regular, if low, presence around Derrvville Bog apart from possibly the
17th-15th centuries BC, the 5th-3rd centuries BC and the Early Medieval Period (from 600/700
AD onwards). Indeed these periods saw the greatest attrition of the surviving woodland cover
in the vicinity. In the intervening periods the relationship of the palynology to human activity
is more obscure. The patterns that could emerge from woodland management or other
agriculture practices may blur the distinction between secondary regencration and deliberate
promotion of woodland growth, although this is an issue to be pondered by the palynologists.

The detailed recording of the peat development in Derryville Bog afforded an opportunity to
develop an understanding of the positioning of structures within the bog eco-system and their
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impact on that eco-system. The parallel study of the contemporary hydrology of the bog
provided a concurrent record of that impact, highlighting the wide-scale impact of the bog
bursts, which were a characteristic of the history of Derryville Bog.

On a more site-specific level, detailed wood analysis indicated the early and continued
practices of woodland management, as well as a direct use record of the woodland resource,
which could be sct against the woodland history derived from the palynology. One notable
contrast was the rarity of elm in structures against a steady, if declining, presence in overall
woodland cover. Examination of felling and growth patterns on individual structures also
aided the archaeological understanding of a number of sites.

Similarly, study of the insect remains, from peat and wood samples, produced a number of
previously unknown species in lreland. When applied as an independent study it created a
further control study of the bog and wooded environment, which increased the sensitivity of
the study of individual sites, local peat formations and the contemporary woodland cover.

In conclusion, the detailed examination of the studv area has produced a rich body of new
evidence for prehistoric and historic settlement in the vicinity of Derryville Bog. This is a stark
reminder that the density and complexity of the earlier settlement of much of Ireland is not
always apparent in the surviving monuments of any given area.
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